
 

 

 
CONTENTS  

 
 
 
PREFACE 
by Wim van Binsbergen ................................................................................................. 5 

 
1. BLACK ATHENA TEN YEARS AFTER: Towards a constructive            

re-assessment 
by Wim van Binsbergen ................................................................................................ 11 

 
2. RESPONSES TO BLACK ATHENA: General and linguistic issues 
by Martin Bernal ........................................................................................................... 65 

 
3. THE ANCIENT TOPONYMS OF MALLIA: A post-Eurocentric 

reading of Egyptianising Bronze Age documents 
by Jan Best .................................................................................................................... 99 

 
4. ALTERNATIVE MODELS OF INTERCONTINENTAL 

INTERACTION TOWARDS THE EARLIEST CRETAN SCRIPT 
by Wim van Binsbergen .............................................................................................. 131 

 
5. CONSONANTS IN COLLISION: Neith and Athena reconsidered 
by Arno Egberts........................................................................................................... 149 

 
6. RESPONSE TO ARNO EGBERTS 
by Martin Bernal ......................................................................................................... 165 

 
7. PROOF AND PERSUASION IN BLACK ATHENA I: The case of K.O. 

Müller 
by Josine H. Blok ........................................................................................................ 173 

 
8. RESPONSE TO JOSINE BLOK 
by Martin Bernal ......................................................................................................... 209 

 
9. RETHINKING AFRICA’S CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL 

CULTURAL HISTORY: Lessons from a comparative historical 
analysis of mankala board-games and geomantic divination 

by Wim van Binsbergen .............................................................................................. 219 
 

(continued) 
 



10    Black Athena Comes of Age  

 

10. IS THERE A FUTURE FOR AFROCENTRISM DESPITE 
STEPHEN HOWE’S DISMISSIVE 1998 STUDY? 

by Wim van Binsbergen .............................................................................................. 253 

 
11. THE BEE-SIGN (EVANS NO. 86): AN INSTANCE OF EGYPTIAN 

INFLUENCE ON CRETAN HIEROGLYPHIC  
by Fred Woudhuizen ................................................................................................... 283 

 
12. THE LIMITS OF THE BLACK ATHENA THESIS AND OF 

AFROCENTRICITY AS EMPIRICAL EXPLANATORY 
MODELS: The *Borean hypothesis, the Back-into-Africa hypothesis 
and the Pelasgian hypothesis as suggestive of a common, West Asian  
 origin for the continuities between Ancient Egypt and the Aegean, 
with a new identity for the goddess Athena 

by Wim van Binsbergen .............................................................................................. 297 

 
NOTE ON CONTRIBUTORS.................................................................................... 339 

 
GENERAL INDEX..................................................................................................... 341 

 
 

 
 
 
 




