Contents

Wim M. J. van Binsbergen & Henk A. Meilink - Migration and the
Transformation of Modern African Society: Introduction 7

1. The 1977 conference. II. Some key problems of migration in Tropical Africa:
1. the definition of migration; 2. description of migration streams; 3. forces behind
migration: structure versus individual motivation; 4. the nature of the sectors between
which migration takes place; 5. the historical processes by which these different
sectors have emerged; 6. the political and economic processes by which the differences
between sectors are perpetuated; 7. the social processes by which the different
sectors are connected; 8. migration and rural development. TIL. Rival approaches to
migration: between theory and practice.

Thérése Gerold-Scheepers & Wim M. J. van Binsbergen - Marxist and
Non-Marxist Approaches to Migration in Tropical Africa 21

1. Introduction. 1I. The structural-functional approach. ITI. Marxist approaches.
IV. Conclusion.

J. W. Gregory & V. Piché - African Migration and Peripheral Capitalism 37

1. Introduction. II. The study of underdevelopment through analysis of dependency
and class: spatial and social analysis - two separate levels; spatial and social analysis -
two interconnected levels. 111, African migration and underdevelopment: the causes
of modern migration in Africa; migration - an essential element of African under-
development. IV. Conclusion.

H. A. Meilink - Some Economic Interpretations of Migration 51

I. Introduction. 1I. The Lewis-Fei-Ranis labour-surplus model. II1. Sectoral models:
a. the Harris-Todaro model; b. multi-sectoral analyses. IV. Multiple regression
analyses. V. Other migration factors. VI. The marxist approach. VIL. Policy implica-
tions.

J. Gugler & W. G. Flanagan - Urban-Rural Ties in West Africa: Extent,
Interpretation, Prospects, and Implications 67

1. Extent of urban-rural ties, II. Interpretation. ITI. Prospects. IV. Implications.

A. Adepoju - Migration and Rural Development in Nigeria 79

1. Introduction. II. Pattern, character and determinants of migration in Nigpria.
III. Rural-rural migration and the socio-economic development process. IV. Migra-
tion-related and rural development strategies. V. Conclusions.

J. Hinderink & G. J. Tempelman - Rural Change and Types of Migration
in Northern Ivory Coast 93

1. Introduction. II. Types of development policy and rural change: I. precolonial
period; 2. colonial period - a. forced labour and compulsory cropping (1928-1946) -
b. premiums as new incentives (1946-1960); 3. independence - a. accelerated growth
(1960-1970) - b. the crop-development approach. 11I. Types of migration: . pre-
colonial period; 2. colonial period - a. forced labour and compulsory cropping (1928-
1946) - premiums as new incentives (1946-1960); 3. independence - a. accelerated
growth (1960-1970) - b. the crop-development approach (after 1970). IV. Develop-
ment and migration in a dependent economy.

E. Le Bris - Migration and the Decline of a Densely-Populated Rural
Area: The Case of Vo Koutime in South-East Togo 109
1. The OQuatchi region of south-east Togo: 1. brief history of demographic growth;

2. development of productive activities and mechanisms of social reproduction. 1L
Population growth, overpopulation and migration: 1. population statistics; 2. some



theoretical considerations concerning ‘overpopulation’; 3. historical account of modern
migration in south-east Togo. 1II. Forms of integration into the capitalist mode of
production in south-east Togo: 1. stagnation of petty-commodity production; 2.
migratory pressures and impoverishment of departure zone - a. demographic effects -
b. disorganization of productive activities - c. drain of money and products. TV.
Conclusion.

C. Murray - Migration, Differentiation and the Developmental Cycle
in Lesotho 127

I. Introduction. II. Differentiation: some empirical evidence. III. Interpretation.
IV. Conclusion.

W. Elkan - Labour Migration from Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland 145

1. Introduction. II. Historical background. III. Migrant labour. IV. Circular migration.
V. The extent of migration. VI. Costs and benefits of migration. VII. Effects on
agriculture. VIIL. Return flows. IX. Conclusion: economic dependence.

D. Webster - Migrant Labour, Social Formations and the
Proletarianization of the Chopi of Southern Mozambigue 157

1. Introduction. II. Ecology and social formations. ITI. The early social formation.
IV. The Gaza state. V. Portuguese colonialism and capital in the social formation.
VI. The pre-capitalist sector. VIL. Conclusion: 1974 - the consequences of migrancy.

Notes on Contributors 175
Index 176

Migration and the Transformation of Modern African Society:
Introduction

by Wim M. J. van Binsbergen & Henk A. Meilink

I. THE 1977 CONFERENCE

Having established, over the past decade, a significant tradition of annual
conferences, the Afrika-Studiecentrum in Leiden decided to devote their 1977
conference to the theme of ‘Migration and Rural Development in Tropical
Africa’!), This decision was related to the fact that since 1974 a multi-disciplinary
research team of the Afrika-Studiecentrum has been engaged in research into
migration *) and rural development in the Lower Casamance, southern Sencgal.
Having returned from the field early 1976, the conference would provide an
excellent opportunity to confront the team's research findings, in an advanced
stage of analysis, with a wide range of empirical studies from other parts of
Africa, as well as with theoretical studies dealing with migration and development
in general. More was aimed at, however, than simply creating an opportunity for
discussing the centre’s research. The Casamance research had ambitions beyond
the mere regional and descriptive level: it intended to provide a series of empirical
applications, and empirical tests, of neo-marxist approaches to African migration
and development that have recently emerged as alternatives to the more established
approaches to these subjects pursued by anthropologists, sociologists, geographers,
demographers and economists since the 1950s (Meilink et al. 1978). The con-
ference aimed at bringing together representatives from all current approaches
to migration in Africa, including the neo-marxist approach, in an attempt at
mutual evaluation, formulating basic theoretical positions, making explicit their
underlying assumptions, trying to find tentative solutions for the unsolved
problems the various approaches continue to pose.

For several reasons such an excrcise, however necessary and timely, is bound
to yield only very partial and unconclusive results.

A considerable number of different academic disciplines are involved in the
study of migration and rural development in Africa. On the one hand this may
make this combined subject eminently suitable for that integrated approach
currently known as ‘African Studies’; and in fact, migration in Africa features

1) We wish to express our gratitude to the following people whose contribution has
helped to make this conference a success: K. de Jonge, who initiated the conference,
was a member of the organizing committee, and in an initial stage assisted in the
preparation of the present volume;A. Kuyt, on the same committee, who took care
of all administrative and logistic aspects of the conference; the secretarial staff of
the Afrika-Studiecentrum, who typed some and duplicated all the papers, under the
usual pressure of time; the staff of the Eysingahuis, Leiden, who offered us hos-
pitality during the conference; G. Grootenhuis, the Afrika-Studiecentrum’s managing
director, for advice concerning the organization of the conference and the publica-
tion of the present volume; and all participants, including the many whose papers
could not appear here, for helping us to make this conference a stimulating in-
tellectual exchange.

) Throughout this volume, by migration is meant modern migration in the sense in
which this term is used by Amin (1974).
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